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“We honor your 
perseverance and your 
unwavering commitment  
to growth as a scholar  
and a professional.”

- Dean Carol Dawson-Rose



Dear Graduating Class of 2026,
What you have achieved today is truly remarkable! Congratulations on 
your graduation from the UCSF School of Nursing, an extraordinary 
accomplishment. 

Our mission, to advance health worldwide, is only possible because of 
our exceptional students. On behalf of the faculty and staff of the School 
of Nursing, we honor you and the impact you are already making across 
scientific discovery, patient care, education, and policy. 

We know that behind today’s celebrations are the moments no one saw 
— the late-night writing sessions, the intensity of clinicals, the times you 
wondered if you would make it to graduation day. Those moments shaped not 
just what you know, but who you have become. We honor your perseverance 
and your unwavering commitment to growth as a scholar and a professional. 

Your School of Nursing education has prepared you to lead with a 
commitment to health equity, dismantle barriers to care, and push the 
boundaries of science to improve health outcomes for all. We are eager to 
see how you carry this work forward as a School of Nursing alum. We will be 
cheering you on in all that lies ahead. 

Thank you for the impact you have made at UCSF. Wherever your next 
chapter takes you, we hope that you will keep in touch. Know that you always 
have a home in the School of Nursing.

Congratulations once again! 

Carol Dawson-Rose, PhD, RN, FAAN
Dean and Styles Professor of Nursing  
Associate Vice Chancellor, Nursing Affairs 
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Academic Procession
Carol Dawson-Rose, PhD, RN, FAAN   
Dean, School of Nursing and Associate Vice Chancellor,  
Nursing Affairs

Sam Hawgood, MBBS  
Chancellor and Arthur and Toni Rembe Rock  
Distinguished Professor

Catherine Lucey, MD, MACP 
Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost

Jian Zhang, DNP, MS, FAAN
Commencement Speaker and former CEO of Chinese Hospital

Sandra Staveski, PhD, CPNP-AC, FAAN
Chair, Nursing Faculty Council and Associate Professor

Nicquet Blake, PhD 
Dean, Graduate Division and Vice Provost,  
Student Academic Affairs

Michael Reddy, DMD, DMSc 
Dean, School of Dentistry and Associate Vice Chancellor,  
Oral Health Affairs

Kathy Giacomini, PhD, BSPharm
Dean, School of Pharmacy and Associate Vice Chancellor, 
Pharmacy Affairs

Renee Navarro, MD, PharmD 
Vice Chancellor, Opportunity and Outreach

Dan Bernal
Vice Chancellor, Community and Government Relations

Ivette Becerra-Ortiz, DNP, MPH, NP
Associate Dean of Clinical Affaris and Chief Advanced  
Practice Providers, UCSF Health
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Judie Boehmer, MN, RN, NEA-BC
Chief Nursing Officer, UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospitals  
and Vice President, Children’s Nursing Services, UCSF Health

Diane VonBehren, DNP, RN, NEA-BC
Associate Chief Nursing Officer,  
UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospitals

Erin Andersen, DNP, RN, NEA-BC
Associate Chief Nursing Officer, UCSF Health

Kitty S. Rogers, DNP, RN, NEA-BC
Associate Chief Nursing Officer, UCSF Medical Center  
Adult Services

Adam Cooper, DNP, RN, NPD-BC  
Director, Nursing Continuous Improvement and Affiliate  
Nursing Quality, UCSF Health

Jim D’Alfonso, DNP, PhD(h), FAAN 
Executive Director, Professional Excellence and Kaiser 
Permanente Scholars Academy

Dale E. Beatty, DNP, RN, FAAN  
Chief Nurse Executive and Senior Vice President, Patient Care 
Services, Stanford Health Care

Michelle Nakaishi, MS, RN, CPNP
President, UCSF Alumni Association

Diana Viscarra, MSN, BSN, RN
President, Nursing Alumni Association

Erin Dineen 
Associate Chief Nursing Officer, UCSF Health
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Members of the School of Nursing Faculty

PhD Class Marshal: Stella Bialous, DrPH, RN, FAAN 
Professor, Social Behavioral Sciences

Doctor of Philosophy Degree Candidates

DNP Class Marshal: Marianne Hultgren, DNP, RN 
Professor, Family Health Care Nursing

Doctor of Nursing Practice Degree Candidates

Addresses
Dean’s Welcome: Carol Dawson-Rose, PhD, RN, FAAN, Dean, 
School of Nursing and Associate Vice Chancellor, Nursing Affairs

Chancellor’s Address: Sam Hawgood, MBBS,Chancellor and 
Arthur and Toni Rembe Rock Distinguished Professor

Faculty Address: Sandra Staveski, PhD, CPNP-AC, FAAN 
Chair, Nursing Faculty Council, Associate Professor, Family 
Health Care Nursing

Commencement Address: Jian Zhang, DNP, MS, FAAN, 
former chief executive officer of Chinese Hospital, UCSF School 
of Nursing Class of 1992

Student Addresses: Ashley Moore, Doctor of Philosophy  
in Nursing candidate and Kay Burke, Doctorate of Nursing 
Practice candidate
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Presentation of Awards

Conferral of Degrees
Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing 
Doctor of Philosophy in Sociology 
Doctor of Nursing Practice
Sam Hawgood, MBBS, Chancellor, University of California,  
San Francisco

Hooding Ceremony, School of Nursing 
Class of 2026
Reader of Graduates’ Names, PhD in Nursing:  
Orlando Harris, PhD, MPH, FAAN in Nursing  
Program Director

Reader of Graduates’ Names, PhD in Sociology:  
Jennifer James, PhD, MS, MSW, PhD in Sociology 
Program Director

Reader of Graduates’ Names, DNP:  
KT Waxman, DNP, RN, FAAN, DNP Program Director

Recessional

Student Awards
The Distinguished Dissertation Award in Nursing
Recognizes the doctoral student whose dissertation best 
exemplifies scholarship and innovation, and best contributes to 
the discipline of nursing.

Caroline Dancu and Ashley Moore
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Student Awards
Distinguished Dissertation Award in Sociology 
Recognizes a doctoral student whose dissertation best 
exemplifies scholarliness and innovation and best contributes  
to the discipline of sociology  

Jennifer Dunn 

Anselm Strauss Special Award for Distinguished 
Qualitative Dissertation 
Recognizes a doctoral student whose dissertation best 
exemplifies scholarliness in qualitative research.   

Selam Kidane

The Outstanding DNP Student Award 
Presented to the DNP student who best demonstrates 
scholarliness, innovation, leadership, and contribution to the 
discipline of nursing.

Kay Burke

The Community Impact Award, PhD Student
Presented to the PhD graduating student who has advanced 
health equity through their PhD dissertation work.

Sandra Domeracki

The Community Impact Award, DNP Student
Presented to the DNP graduating student who has advanced 
health equity through their DNP project work.

Mayra Lizzette Yñiguez

Faculty Awards
Mentor of the Year, PhD Program 
Cherry Leung, PhD, RN, Associate Professor,  
Community Health Systems

Mentor of the Year, DNP Program  
Juli Maxworthy, DNP, MBA, RN, Associate Professor,  
Community Health Systems



Doctor of 
Philosophy 



Julianne Ballard *
Conversations on Adverse Childhood 
Experiences Between Home Visitors 
and Their Clients: A Gadamerian 
Hermeneutics Inquiry and  
Theory Examination
Chair: Carol Dawson-Rose

Laura Cox
Infant Feeding Decision-Making Among 
People Living with HIV in the United 
States: Context, Constraints, and 
Opportunities for Support
Chair: Ifeyinwa Asiodu

Sandra Domeracki *
An Exploration of the Lived Experience 
of Carpet Installers
Chair: Stella Bialous and Oi Saeng Hong

Merideth Lewis *
Conceptualizing the Experience 
of Surgical Smoke: A Mixed  
Methods Inquiry
Chair: Oi Saeng Hong

Karley Mariano *
Prevalence and Personal and 
Occupational Risk Factors Associated 
with Postpartum Depression Among 
Registered Nurses
Chair: Cherry Leung

Ashley Moore
Exploring the Experiences of Women 
Forcibly Displaced by Climate-Driven 
Flooding: Health, Livelihood, and  
Policy Implications
Chair: Stella Bialous

Lisa Morse *
Characterization of Clinical Aging 
Phenotypes and Their Associations 
with Demographic and Clinical 
Characteristics, Stress, Quality of Life, 
and Epigenetic Age Acceleration in 
Patients with Cancer
Chair: Chris Miaskowski

Daphne Scott-Henderson *
An Exploration of the Lived Experiences 
of Lesbian-Identified Black Women 
Seeking Sexual and Reproductive 
Healthcare
Chair: Orlando Harris

Kirsi Toivanen-Atilla *
The Lived Experience of Moral Distress 
Among Certified Nursing Assistants 
Working in Nursing Homes
Chair: Laura Wagner

Dawn Troeger *
An Evaluation of Physiologic Responses, 
Patient and Hospital Characteristics 
Associated with Acute Alcohol 
Withdrawal Syndrome Severity Among 
Hospitalized Adults
Chair: Michele Pelter

Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing

* Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society of Nursing



Jennifer Dunn
Sorting Pregnant Bodies: Law, 
Medicine, and the Construction of 
Segregated Pregnancy Care
Chair: Howard Pinderhughes

Selam Kidane
Why Do People Keep Leaving? A Study 
Among Eritrean Immigrants Living in the 
United States
Chair: Howard Pinderhughes

Doctor of Philosophy in Sociology



Doctor of 
Nursing Practice



Doctor of Nursing Practice

Samir Bisteni *
Translated Discharge Summaries in 
Patients’ Preferred Language at Time of 
Discharge
Chair: Teri Lindgren

Kay Burke
Bridging the AI Gap: Education to 
Increase Nurses’ Acceptance of Artificial 
Intelligence in Clinical Practice
Chair: KT Waxman

Espee Chavez
Enhancing Medication Understanding 
and Adherence in Older Patients: 
Implementing Teach Back Method in 
Hospital Setting
Chair: Annette Carley

Nicole Collman
A Comprehensive Hepatitis B Vaccine 
Education and Bloodborne Pathogen 
Compliance Program
Chair: Leslie Dubbin

Jessica Delgado *
Improving Health Literacy and 
Clinical Efficiency in Cervical Cancer 
Screening: An Evidence Based Quality 
Improvement Approach
Chair: Elena Capella

Maya Donnelly *
Transformational Leadership and Its 
Impact on Care Management Staff 
Satisfaction
Chair: Lisa Lommel

Fernando Fierro *
Diabetic Foot Ulcer Training at an FQHC
Chair: KT Waxman

Melissa Hathcoat *
Empowered to Lead: Advancing Joy in 
Work for Assistant Nurse Managers
Chair: Marianne Hultgren

Ray Hummel *
Improved Resource Utilization through 
the Implementation of the Modified 
Brain Injury Guidelines
Chair: Annette Carley

Melissa Lee
Systematizing a Council-Driven Process 
to Evaluate Nursing Practice Standards
Chair: Juli Maxworthy

Joshua Munday *
Centering Patient Voices in Adult 
Complex Care Management
Chair: Elena Capella

Christopher Neilson
Standardizing Communication and 
Workflows to Improve ED-to-Inpatient 
Transfer Efficiency
Chair: Teri Lindgren

Kimberly Oliveira *
Improving Arrival to Provider Time in the 
Emergency Department Through Faster 
Ambulance Offload Processes in an 
Urban Academic Center
Chair: Marianne Hultgren

* Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society of Nursing



Doctor of Nursing Practice (cont.)
Janheen Pascual *
Reducing CAUTI Incidence Through 
“Nurse Driven” Indwelling Urinary 
Catheter Management Protocols at an 
Acute Care Community Hospital
Chair: Francine Serafin-Dickson

Nicholas Rieken
Evidence Based Quality Improvement 
for Split-Share Clinical Pharmacist 
Semaglutide and Tirzepatide Co-Visits 
at a Federally Qualified Health Center
Chair: Elena Capella

Lorena Espinosa Smith *
Standardization of Pediatric Intensive 
Care Unit Transfer Process for Medically 
Complex Children
Chair: Annette Carley

Benjamin Tanner *
Introducing a Workflow and Protocol for 
Long-Acting Injectable Pre-Exposure 
Prophylaxis in a Public Health Clinic
Chair: Leslie Dubbin 

Rahitha Thomas
Improving Pre-Dialysis Patient Education 
and Vascular Access Planning Through 
Staff Training
Chair: Francine Serafin-Dickson

Mayra Lizzette Yñiguez *
Antiracism in Action (ARIA): Implicit 
Bias Recognition and Modification for 
Reproductive Health Providers 
Chair: Lisa Lommel

* Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society of Nursing



About Our  
Commencement Speaker
Jian Zhang, DNP, MS, FAAN
CEO, San Francisco Chinese Hospital, 2017-2025

Jian Zhang is an internationally 
recognized health care leader 
whose career spans more than 
three decades across hospitals, 
health plans, physician groups, 
and community-based care 
systems. She recently retired 
as chief executive officer 
of Chinese Hospital in San 
Francisco, where she led 
the organization through 

transformative growth and the 
coronavirus pandemic, one of 
the most challenging public 
health crises in modern history.

A proud UCSF alum and clinical 
professor at the UCSF School 
of Nursing, Zhang began her 
journey as part of the first 
cohort of undergraduate nurses 
in China. She later came to 
the United States to pursue 

Continued on next page  



advanced training at UCSF, earning her Master of Science in 
nursing and family nurse practitioner certification. She completed 
her Doctor of Nursing Practice degree in executive leadership at the 
University of San Francisco.

As CEO, Zhang transformed Chinese Hospital into a modern, 
integrated health care system through strategic partnerships, digital 
innovation, and culturally responsive care. Her leadership during 
the coronavirus pandemic became a national model for community-
based public health, helping protect one of the nation’s most 
vulnerable populations and achieving among the lowest infection 
and mortality rates in the region. Under her leadership, Chinese 
Hospital was recognized by Newsweek as a Best-in-State Hospital 
in 2024, 2025, and 2026.

Beyond her executive roles, Zhang is deeply committed to 
developing future leaders. She founded the Dr. Jian Zhang 
Leadership Fund to support leadership development and 
board readiness for women, minorities, and professionals from 
underserved communities.

Returning to UCSF as the School of Nursing commencement 
speaker, Zhang embodies the enduring values of nursing – 
compassion, resilience, and service. Her path from bedside nurse 
to health care executive reflects the profound impact nurses can 
have in shaping not only patient care, but entire systems of health.

About Our  
Commencement Speaker (cont.)



Congratulations, Graduates!
As members of the UCSF School of Nursing class of 2026, you should be 
very proud of your accomplishments and looking forward to your bright 
futures. You are now part of both the Nursing Alumni Association (NAA) 
and the Alumni Association of UCSF. We invite you to stay involved with the 
campus by attending alumni events, interacting through the online alumni 
community, or volunteering as an alumni leader or student mentor. The 
NAA is your organization and we are here to support the School of Nursing, 
nursing students, and fellow alumni.

Explore the wealth of opportunities at alumni.ucsf.edu and dive deeper into 
the world of your alma mater. While you’re there, don’t miss the chance to 
discover an array of exclusive perks tailored specifically for alumni, such as 
privileged library access, exclusive alumni discounts, and much more.

We eagerly anticipate the opportunity to connect with you and embark on a 
journey of shared experiences and continued engagement.

Remember that “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”  
— Helen Keller

Diana Viscara, MSN ‘13
President, UCSF Nursing Alumni Association



University of California, San Francisco
School of Nursing

The University of California, established in 1868, has grown into a world-
renowned institution with 10 campuses. The San Francisco campus, 
dedicated to health sciences, houses schools of dentistry, medicine, 
nursing, pharmacy, and a physical therapy division. Founded in 1873 when 
Toland Medical College merged with the University, the campus sits on land 
donated by former San Francisco mayor Adolph Sutro.

The School of Nursing emerged after the 1906 earthquake, which devastated 
city hospitals. The Parnassus campus converted space for patient care, 
establishing a Training School. A five-year BSN program launched in 1918 at 
UC Berkeley, and the Regents formally established the School of Nursing in 
1939 – the first autonomous nursing school in a state university. Today, the 
School enrolls more than 200 graduate students, ranking among the nation’s 
top nursing schools. It currently operates at the Mission Bay campus, awaiting 
relocation to the Bakar Research and Academic Building in 2028.

The PhD in Sociology focuses on health-related research, while the PhD 
in Nursing prepares academic scientists. The Doctor of Nursing Practice 
develops clinical leaders to drive health care improvements.

Through its rigorous programs and research, UCSF School of Nursing 
continues to advance nursing education and health care innovation.
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